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Where authorized to do so, the legislature may create, change, or increase or decrease the 
number of judicial circuits or districts, but in exercising such power, the legislature must be 
governed by constitutional requirements. 


The state constitutions usually divide the state into judicial departments, circuits, or districts, | or 
give to the legislature the power to make such a division.” Where the constitution expressly or 
by necessary implication so permits, the legislature may change judicial districts or circuits,” may 


detach and attach counties and districts,“ and increase” or diminish the number thereof from time 
to time as may be deemed necessary and proper. On the other hand, in the absence of constitutional 
authorization, the legislature has no power either to create or abolish judicial circuits as established 


or permitted to be established under the constitution.” 
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In exercising the power to create or change judicial districts, the legislature must be governed 
by constitutional requirements,® such as to population,’ equality of population,” territory, |! 
and number’ of districts; contiguity of counties in the same district;!* and compactness of 


geographical form of districts;!* and the business involved in the districts. !° 


Where the constitution permits this power to be exercised at certain times only, such limitation is 
binding. © Where a discretion is delegated to the legislature in these respects, if it acts within the 
constitutional restrictions on the exercise of such power, 17 its exercise will not be reviewed by the 


courts unless it appears that there was a gross abuse of discretion. !® 
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